World Studies

Room 321

The Empire Strikes Back
Imperialism was a means by which powerful countries had unprecedented access to the resources of lesser countries.  Imperialists argued that they were superior and brought technology, education, religion, among other benefits to those whom they subjected.  Anti-imperialists argued that imperialists were invasive, predatory and prejudiced.  Craft a 3-4 page essay in which you describe the positive and negative aspects of imperialism.  Based on evidence, draw your own conclusions about imperialism and consider its effects today and into the future.

THESIS STATEMENT (10 points)
Be sure to craft a thesis statement that focuses specifically on the topic at hand—in this case; your own conclusions about how positive or negative imperialism was and how it relates to our future.  

OUTLINE (20 points)
Your outline should be about two pages.  Be as SPECIFIC as possible.  A good outline will lead to a good draft.  It will keep you focused and concise!

ROUGH DRAFT (30 points)
Imperialism is a topic that very much relates to us today and inspires a wide range of emotions.  Remember, your written word is POWERFUL so carefully craft your essay so you fully answer the question at hand. Your rough draft should be spell-checked and proofread.  DO NOT try to write the entire history of imperialism in four pages or less—it can’t happen.  So stick to your thesis and keep your essay focused on your particular argument.  Papers should be typed, double-spaced with 1” margins and 12pt. font (Times New Roman or similar).
FINAL DRAFT (50 points)
Your final draft should address any questions/concerns from the rough draft.  Additionally, your final draft should have all sources properly cited.  For full consideration, you will need to turn in your outline and rough draft with your final essay.
Due Dates

Thesis 3/4 or 3/5

Outline 3/6 or 3/7

Rough Draft 3/10 or 3/11

Final Draft 3/27 or 3/28

*late work will be penalized 5 points/day
WORDS TO THE WISE

Be as specific as possible.  Stay focused.  Avoid contractions, the use of “I” and too many pronouns.  Use an active voice and budget your time so you can turn in a product you’re proud of!

	Imperialism Rubric


	


	CATEGORY 
	4 - Righteous
	3 - Noble 
	2 - Burden 
	1 - Leopold 
	Score 

	Focus or Thesis Statement 
	The thesis statement names the topic of the essay and outlines the main points to be discussed. 
	The thesis statement names the topic of the essay. 
	The thesis statement outlines some or all of the main points to be discussed but does not name the topic. 
	The thesis statement does not name the topic AND does not preview what will be discussed. 
	  

	Evidence and Examples 
	All of the evidence and examples are specific, relevant and explanations are given that show how each piece of evidence supports the author's position. 
	Most of the evidence and examples are specific, relevant and explanations are given that show how each piece of evidence supports the author's position. 
	At least one of the pieces of evidence and examples is relevant and has an explanation that shows how that piece of evidence supports the author's position. 
	Evidence and examples are NOT relevant AND/OR are not explained. 
	  

	Sequencing 
	Arguments and support are provided in a logical order that makes it easy and interesting to follow the author's train of thought. 
	Arguments and support are provided in a fairly logical order that makes it reasonably easy to follow the author's train of thought. 
	A few of the support details or arguments are not in an expected or logical order, distracting the reader and making the essay seem a little confusing. 
	Many of the support details or arguments are not in an expected or logical order, distracting the reader and making the essay seem very confusing. 
	  

	Grammar, Spelling and Paper Structure 
	Author makes few errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. Paper met the length requirement. 
	Author makes 2-4 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. Paper met the length requirement. 
	Author makes 5-6 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. paper was one page too short. 
	Author makes more than 4 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. Paper did not meet length requirement. 
	  

	Sources 
	All sources used for quotes, statistics and facts are credible and cited correctly. 
	All sources used for quotes, statistics and facts are credible and most are cited correctly. 
	Most sources used for quotes, statistics and facts are credible and cited correctly. 
	Many sources are suspect (not credible) AND/OR are not cited correctly. 
OR sources not present
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